ESAC & AISD Sustainability News & Updates
September 19, 2024

Greetings, ESAC members and friends of AISD Sustainability,

Please see below for the latest highlights of sustainability news and info from our AISD staff and ESAC subcommittee and
working group leaders.

ESAC members, we look forward to seeing you at our in-person ESAC meeting on September 19,2024 (5:50-7:30 pm at

Sanchez Elementary School)!

Welcome Back, ESAC!

® We are excited to begin the 2024-25 school year!

® You should have received invitations for all the ESAC meetings this year. All are 5:30-7:30pm. Dates:
o September 19, 2024 (in-person)
o November 14, 2024 (virtual)
o January 29, 2024 (virtual)
o March 26, 2024 (virtual)
o May 21, 2025 (in-person)

® You can always check the ESAC website for meeting dates, agendas, and materials.

] Eb ESAC Strategic Planning & Working Groups
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e Welcome, Mandi Golman ,Outdoor Learning Design and Activation Specialist
o Mandiis focusing on the outdoor design for our Bond Schools and looks forward to collaborating with a
great team! Click here for Mandi’s bio.

e  =ls Qutdoor Learning Specialist (part time)
o AISD is hiring an additional Outdoor Learning Specialist to help expand our efforts in the District. A
passion for connecting children and nature, teaching experience, and being bilingual in Spanish and
English are the skills we need most. The position is part time (no benefits), 15-19 hours a week, and will
pay $38.50/hour. Please help spread the word with anyone you think may be a great fit for our team!

Links: Applicatio | ]k | JQb Descriptio

(AISD Staff Update) Transportation (Update from Rica Sunga-Kwan, Kris Hafezizadeh, Miguel Rios)
o We are in the final stages of a Request For Qualifications for a School Bus Electrification Implementation Project
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s ,' ; Manager. The selected entity will assist us in planning the transition to electric school buses.

N e The current EV buses have been well received in many events like Touch-a-Truck, Bob Bullock’s Free First Sundays
with HEB, and the Planning for Climate Resilience: National Summit for School Leaders.

® The conversations for the modernization of Nelson Terminal, our largest bus terminal have started. Many
sustainability topics will be discussed: EV bus charging stations, wellness aspects, and solar.



https://www.austinisd.org/advisory-bodies/esac
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pL17lzPPP6HS8I0x-KqjhOA7TbWfm8H1l0BIOSUgSw8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jpay_8H77OG6g8EKFb6-EzO2q_n-bQGYbAEvpa0Wpwo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.applitrack.com/austin/onlineapp/default.aspx?AppliTrackPostingSearch=outdoor&AppliTrackJobId=2987&AppliTrackLayoutMode=detail&AppliTrackViewPosting=1
https://www.applitrack.com/austin/onlineapp/1BrowseFile.aspx?id=29155

(AISD Staff Update) Energy & Water Updates (Update from Rey Torrres)
) Energy and Water Conservation Strategies and Projects
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Energy and Water 2025/2026 @ 2026/2030 @ $1,000,000 annual savings
Management Department

*(20) BAS upgrades (Vista) * (40) BAS upgrades (INet)

* (70) Power Monitoring * Al Software/BAS

* Re-Commissioning 2017 * Re-Commissioning 2017 and

Bond facilities as needed 2022 Bond facilities
* Set up AUTO DR — (PEC) * Improve AUTO DR
[ ] [ ] L ] (]

* LED Retrofits * Modernization of (25) schools
* Water Retrofits * (14) Rooftop Solar PV

* Artificial Turf — HS
* Microgrid for EV bus sites

sons @ 2025/2030 @ $2,500,000 annual
savings

(AISD Staff Update) US Department of Energy Renew America’s Schools Grant (Update from Darien Clary)

* Battery Storage

o Solar panels to be installed at 13 Austin ISD campuses- KVUE- Aug. 27

o Austin ISD receives $15M grant toward solar power- Community Impact- Aug.27

o Austin ISD named only Texas school district to get federal grant to expand solar panel program- KVUE-
Aug. 28
e Background: AISD was awarded $15M from the Department of Energy for rooftop solar and/or building
automation controls at 15 schools. The project will take 60 months (5 years) to fully implement. Click here for
more info.

BT (AISD Staff Update) Sustainable Food (Update from Diane Grodek & Lindsey Bradley)
. o We are excited to feature new Fall Menu items including our BBQ Drumstick served with Baked Beans and

Pasta Salad, Greek Salads, BBQ Pork Tacos, Succotash, and Alfredo Vegetable Flatbreads in addition to
new frozen fruit and dried fruit options.

e The Food Service Department was awarded a $5,000 grant from the Sprouts Foundation to support our
sampling program that features interesting whole and prepared fruits and vegetables.

® We contracted a few new plant-based ingredients for this year including a high protein ramen noodle
called Woodles, Planetarians Strips which utilize excess yeast bi-product from beer production, and we
will bring back our now beloved Rebellyous Vegan Tenders and Patties

® 77 Schools in Austin ISD will offer free breakfast and lunch to all students this year



https://www.statesman.com/story/news/education/2024/08/28/austin-isd-aisd-install-solar-panels-energy-savings-impact/74955940007/
https://www.kvue.com/video/news/local/solar-panels-austin-isd-13-campuses-grant-department-of-energy/269-8bd2d117-e79c-4845-b06b-247019d091c2
https://communityimpact.com/austin/south-central-austin/education/2024/08/27/austin-isd-receives-15m-grant-toward-solar-power/
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/local/austin-isd-solar-program-federal-grant-department-of-energy/269-4a6ad3b8-b24e-41e5-8e91-8deb3d1c4daa
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16zhUDe3KrKpBDe4HzxxDuLpX1WPffHMGS3vgOk1VWC8/edit?usp=sharing
https://Impact-Aug.27

(AISD Staff Update) Nature & Outdoor Learning (Update from Colleen Garland & Mandi Golman)

o With Mandi’s wealth of knowledge on the team, we are able to expand our reach in the District. Mandi will focus
on bond projects and facilities, while Colleen will focus on academics and campus support.

e Following a successful pilot program to host Earth Camp and Earth School at the Metz OWL last spring, CoA
Watershed has kicked off this school year with a full schedule of programming to be at the OWL Center!

® As we continue to plan how to redevelop the outdoor spaces at the OWL Center, we have sought community
input and feedback through informal meetings, and a survey. The survey responses can be viewed here.

® The Girls+ Outside program was able to secure additional funding this year so that Westcave was able to add two
more schools to the program, and hire a part time bilingual educator to support it. I'm looking forward to another
incredible year adventuring with them!

(AISD Staff Update) Urban Forestry (Update from Sydnie Levell)
e Texas tree planting season is near! AISD will have four tree planting events this season at the following campuses:
o Ann Richards School for YWL - Sponsored by HEB
o TA Brown Elementary - hosted by TreeFolks
o Norman Simms Elementary - hosted by Treefolks
o Menchaca Elementary - hosted by treefolks
o New general inbox created, email trees@austinisd.org for all tree questions!

(ESAC Working Group Update) Amenity Mapping Working Group
® Group leader: Melody Alcazar + Yasmine Anderson
e Updates:
o 29 assessments complete, 2 scheduled:
m 1,884 total features
m  Medium - average infrastructure quality
o Finish remaining sites by end of school year, then bi-annually
o Data analysis and how to plug-in to come

Join Our New Al & Sustainability Working Group!

Power of We are excited to announce the formation of our new Al & Sustainability Working Group**! This initiative will explore
Alto how Al can be harnessed to address global sustainability challenges, from climate change to resource management.
Combat

Climate We're inviting students to get involved and contribute to innovative discussions and projects through **AISD** (Al for
Change Sustainable Development) initiatives. Whether you're passionate about technology, the environment, or both, this is a
fantastic opportunity to engage, collaborate, and make a positive impact.

Resources: AISD Sustainability Website | ESAC Google Drive | ESAC Website | ESAC Subcommittees and Working
Groups (padlet) | ESAC Working Group Notes Folders | ESAC listserv: aisd _esac@googlegroups.com

(If you need access to the ESAC Google Drive or listserv, please contact darien.clary@austinisd.org)

Kind regards,
Darien Clary


https://lookerstudio.google.com/reporting/a4f2a699-095f-46f6-ab99-63e5dd0db4e7/page/8QrAE
mailto:trees@austinisd.org
https://www.austinisd.org/sustainability
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/0AEaFO3Y85pPIUk9PVA
https://www.austinisd.org/advisory-bodies/esac
https://padlet.com/aisdesac/esac-working-groups-subcommittees-3cudc9twsxmxarre
https://padlet.com/aisdesac/esac-working-groups-subcommittees-3cudc9twsxmxarre
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NSpneJaCXuTNBByHaWgbzSUJcimBC0Kg?usp=drive_link
mailto:aisd_esac@googlegroups.com
mailto:darien.clary@austinisd.org

Darien G. Clary, MPH

Sustainability Director

Austin Independent School District

e: darien.clary@austinisd.org

p: 512.414.3042

AISD staff can call direct via Microsoft Teams
austinisd.org/sustainabilit

#AISDGreen
@ @AustinlSDGreen



http://www.austinisd.org/sustainability
mailto:darien.clary@austinisd.org

